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The message of the poem
Eliminate societal inequalities and build bright future societies free from hatred and prejudice. Through generosity, openness, and compassion for everyone, a bright future is ensured. Freedom will find its way and discrimination and hatred to particular people will be eliminated. This builds societies that accommodate all kinds of people. 
Immigrants’ experiences
Discrimination, hatred, poverty, and lack of freedom are problems that affected immigrants to the United States. Most of these problems are even today experienced by immigrants and make many of them not to experience the hope they seek to get in the country. 
Introduction
Emma Lazarus wrote the new colossus to help raise money for building a liberty statue to the United States from France. The poem gave hope to immigrants to the United States, especially the Jews running from rejection and persecution during the old monarchy, tyranny, and aristocracy of the world. Emma described a woman with a torch that provided light, implying hope to women who for many years, had been victimized by male status in society. She named this woman the "Mother of Exiles." The light was not meant for only the women but the whole world that equality will prevail in society when prejudice and hatred were eliminated from society. The big question is, did the immigrants and Americans experience the hope that was promised by the poem? Did some immigrants have better experiences than others? What caused these differences, yet all were immigrants to the United States? What are the lessons that immigrants' experiences in the united states that make feel they acquired the hope they were seeking? For many, this poem has provided hope to many immigrants, but indeed there is no hope as indicated by this poem. This paper will, therefore, address these aspects of immigration to the United States to show how life in the United States united affect immigrants (Morris 2012.
Many of the immigrants during the 19th century mainly can from non-English countries. They were running away from famine Anabaptist and anarchist who persecuted people for their belief in the baptism of the adults and population pressure, especially immigrants from Italy. The hope that was promised by Emma Lazarus in her poem "The New Colossus" lived and made America a better place for immigrants in the country. Many of the immigrants in the country were provided with housing. The primary purpose of moving to a new state or area is to acquire better housing for their families. Immigrants came to American and acquired their desired hope and thus fulfilled their dreams of securing a better life. This gave the immigrants the hope that was promised by Emma in her poem. This has survived over the years and thus creating a bright future for the country (Martin & Midgley 1996). 
Another aspect that gave hope to immigrants and gave light to America is the provision of better services to the immigrants. The United States ensured better medical facilities to these immigrants that were meant to protect their lives. Though many feared to access these services due to inadequate skills of speaking English and the fear of being deported, the government was determined to provide better services. It was also determined that disease control was maintained. Some people have claimed that the attempt to provide medication to the immigrants was an attempt to protect its population from contagious diseases, the effort gave the immigrant more hope for a better life in the United States. This has continued over the years and thus given the country a better experience and lived according to the belief that Emma promised in her poem.
Working and employment is the dream of everybody to maintain the upkeep of their families. Many people migrate to new lands to seek employment, and if they miss the opportunity, hope for a better life is diminished. Many of these immigrants were semi-skilled and thus were able to provide labour in the farms as farmers and harvesting yields. This gave hope to the immigrants as they were assured bright life in their new land. Also, many of these immigrants had farming skills and thus participated in agriculture that improved farm products and yields in the country (Massey 1981). This did not only give a bright living for the immigrants, but the united states got new farming methods that improved farming. This was an aspect of equality that Emma predicted in her poem.
Most of the immigrants in the current generation are faced with the challenge of securing schools for their children. This was not a challenge in the 19th century as the united states were determined to reap the best from the talents and skills of these immigrants. Elementary education was given to the immigrant that enabled them to adapt better in the country. They were taught language subjects that enabled their interaction with the natives of the United States. Most of them came from non-English speaking countries and thus had the challenge of speaking the language. Today, the united states provide education to people from different parts of the world. This has continued the hope that Emma promised. She saw societies that interact freely without any discrimination. Provision of education plays a crucial role in addressing inequalities, and thus, the United States is eliminating practices that affected the lives of many during the 19th century (Jargowsky 2003).
Cultural barriers affect many of the immigrants in any part of this world. Many came from more cultured societies that are difficult to change. This has been a problem for many, but when immigrants arrive in the country; they are immediately introduced the way of life of the United States. They are introduced to the local foods which symbolize the culture of any society. Many of the immigrants become more interested in technology changes that have taken over the nation of the United States. Media play a pivotal role in expressing the culture of the United States to the new arrivals. This has helped to reduce the cultural differences that have affected many immigrants. Languages express most of the cultural aspects of any society. Many immigrants learn the languages of the United States, thus understanding the culture of the country. This has continued the hope that was predicted in the poem "The New Colossus."
Although immigration to the United States is associated with great success, many do not find it easy to settle in the country. The most prominent problem that affects immigrants in the country is access to legal documents that legalize their stay in the country. Many of the immigrants who migrate to the United States do not have any migration documents and thus find it difficult to access them. Many live with the fear of being deported to their home country and therefore do not enjoy their stay in the United States. If the government detect someone is an illegal immigrant, the person is deported and thus make American not to live to the promises of Emma Lazarus.
Prejudice and discrimination have prevailed in the soils of the United States. Emma Lazarus promised a society free from these two practices, but they continued to affect any citizens of the country. Many of the immigrants to the United States up to date are unable to access most of the services by the government. This is due to discrimination on race, religion, and gender that is practised by many government officials. It has taken years for the American constitution to recognize African Americans as legal citizens of the country and give them equal rights like the other races. This an inequality if the highest order Emma did expect to happen to a society. As such, America has failed in the attempt to live to the promises of Emma Lazarus.  
Another problem that has hindered the progress of America to live to the promises of the new colossus is the language barrier. Many immigrants to the United States come from non-English speaking countries and thus give the immigrants hard times to adapt to life in the country. The government has attempted to solve this problem by proving education, but the situation has worsened to the emergence of new dialects that have come up in the country. Due to discrimination, immigration fails to acquire knowledge because of fear and thus continue to isolate themselves from the other American natives. Inadequate education and isolation hinder interaction and thus learning the native language are hindered.  
According to Clydesdale (2008), security, transport, and weather are problems that affect immigrants in their attempt to adapt to life in America. Some seasons, the United States experiences adverse weather conditions that do not favour the life of immigrants. Most of them live in tents that cannot protect the immigrants' cold conditions. This makes life more difficult, and thus hopes for a good life is faded. Security issues are also a concern to many, especially black immigrants. Many of these are seen as terrorists and thus denied government protection. This not only hinders their freedom of movement but also alienate their freedom of expression. The two rights are crucial when building a balanced society, and thus, the immigrants cannot get access to many of the services provided in the country. Access to employment is limited as well as education and health care. This is not the kind of society that Emma Lazarus' poem promised to the world. 
Conclusion
Equality, as addressed by Emma Lazarus, is not an issue that can be addressed in one day. It has to take lengthy procedures and time for it to be achieved. Dedication of all section of the society is required for the community to achieve the kind of equality they need. Though the United States has tried to address inequalities among populations, it has been proved that the attempt is challenging. The promised hope in the new colossus poem has for long been achieved, but it has taken the courage of many leaders to fight for the equality that Emma pledged to. Though the hope promised by Emma has been fulfilled, it has to be addressed more to achieve its full potential.
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